


Four other scientists received $50,000 awards. Amanda
Barnard, a CSIRO researcher, won the Malcolm Mclntosh Prize
for physical scientist of the year for her work on nanoparticles -
tiny particles used in many products including sunscreens,
cosmetics and paints. She is part of an international consortium
developing a chemotherapy patch using nanoparticles, which will
require 20 times fewer drugs than present treatments.

Monash University's Michael Cowley won the Science Minister's
prize for life scientist of the year for his research on how the
brain controls metabolism. Professor Cowley identified the

neural circuitry in the brain that determines when our stomachs
are full and detects whether our bodies have enough fat and
sugar, and discovered how the failure of these processes can
lead to obesity and diabetes.

An Adelaide secondary school teacher, Len Altman, and a West
Australian primary school teacher, Allan Whittome, won teaching
prizes.
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